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Jamestown Public Schools will reopen schools for 2020-21 school year. The district will 
select a specific learning model based on New York State guidance along with parent 

and stakeholder group feedback in August.

JPS Learning Models for Reopening
the 2020-21 School Year

WE 'D  L IKE  TO  HEAR  YOUR  FEEDBACK .  PLEASE  COMPLETE

OUR  SURVEY  AT  WWW . JPSNY .ORG /REOPENINGSURVEY



Students attend in-person at least
two days per week, with assignments
provided for learning at home the
other three days.

Students attend in-person either
morning or afternoon, with
assignments provided for learning at
home during the other part of the
day.

Younger students attend in-person
more often than older students who
attend classes by distance learning.

All students attend classes by
distance learning, with daily
participation required in all learning
activities.

Q. When will the district finalize its
reopening  plans for the upcoming
school year?
A. We are currently exploring the
feasibility of several different learning
models, based on guidance from state
and local agencies. We are also inviting
feedback from our school community as
to which of these models might best
meet the needs of our students and
families. Once it is known whether the
governor will approve the reopening of
our schools, we expect to finalize our
decision by mid-August so that staff and
families can plan accordingly.

Q. What learning models are currently
being considered?
A. In order to limit exposure to COVID-19,
we must maintain safe social distance in
classrooms and on buses. This means
that we must limit the number of
students who can be present in our
school buildings at one time.

We are currently exploring several
different scheduling models to allow
some students to attend school in-
person while others learn at home:

School Reopening FAQs
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access to hand sanitizer stations and daily
COVID-19 screening of students, staff and
visitors. In addition, all meals will be
placed in disposable containers and
served only where social distancing  is
maintained. We will also increase cleaning
and disinfection protocols with particular
attention to high touch surfaces.

Q. What happens if a person at school
is believed to have COVID-19?
A. School nurses will regularly screen
students and staff for symptoms of
COVID-19. Students and staff should not
come to school if they have a
temperature, possible exposure, or any
other symptoms of the virus. Any student
or staff member who presents with
symptoms will be placed in a separate
room for isolation and evaluation. If we
learn that a staff member or student has
tested positive for COVID-19, we will work
with the Health Department to follow all
protocols for contact tracing and
mandatory quarantine if necessary.

Q. Will I be able to provide input on the
reopening of our schools?
A. We are conducting a survey to gather
input from students, families, and staff
about our reopening plan. We want to
know your thoughts about the safety
measures that will be implemented and
whether each learning model will meet
the needs of students and families. The
survey is available through August 7 at
http://jpsny.org/reopeningsurvey.

Q. Who do I ask if I have questions
about the reopening of schools?
A. Questions specific to a student or
school should be directed to the principal
whose contact information is found at
http://jpsny.org/contactus. Any general
questions that are not answered here
may be sent to questions@jpsny.org. We
will update our website with answers to
the most frequently asked questions at
http://jpsny.org/reopeningfaq.

Q. How will distance learning look
different than in the spring?
A. Distance learning will include more
frequent student-teacher interaction
than in spring 2020. Regular daily
attendance and grading will be
required. We also aim to ensure that all
students have daily access to a laptop,
Chrome-book, or iPad to use at home
and are working to obtain additional
devices for loan to students who do not
have their own. For students without
internet access, we will strengthen the
wireless signal in each school parking
lot so that students may download
assignments, and we will work with
local internet providers to expand free
and low-cost service options for
families without home internet.

Q. How will schools ensure safe
social distancing?
A. We must limit the number of
students in a school building at any one
time. Classroom desks will be spaced
six feet apart to reduce occupancy to
10-12 students per class. Hallways and
common areas will be clearly marked
to designate walking routes,
appropriate spacing, and one-way
traffic wherever possible. Travel
between classrooms will be limited and
schedules will be adjusted to allow for
fewer students in a hallway or common
area at a given time.

Q. How will we keep everyone safe
and healthy when they return to
school?
A. Students and families will see
increased health and safety measures
put in place to combat the spread of
COVID-19. These include physical
distancing of at least six-feet in all
classrooms and common areas, cloth
face coverings as appropriate when
distancing cannot be maintained and
frequent handwashing opportunities, 
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